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The PFAS ‘Dirty Dozen’ — Who Are They? 


A nonprofit representing the interests of the chemical industry identified that the vast majority of t 
production of PFAS is limited to just 12 companies. Alliance for Natural Health International invest 
companies and despite their stated missions to save the planet or people, found them to be unethic 
polluters. 
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By Rob Verkerk Ph.D. and Paraschiva Florescu 
Perpetual, pervasive and possibly deadly 


“Forever chemicals,” known chemically as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances or PFAS, are not ju: 
and hazardous to life, they are also all-pervasive. From our food, water, soil, rain to the paper str 
and the blood of our children, PFAS are everywhere. 


The negative, diverse and insidious effects of PFAS on health are the subject of very active resear: 
contributing to an ever more disturbing picture of their likely long-term effects on our health. The 
found to impact multiple systems, including our immune, cardiovascular and reproductive systen 
been designated as possibly carcinogenic by the U.S. National Cancer Institute. 


The costs of PFAS to society are estimated at around 16 trillion euros per year and many of the PI 
producers would go bankrupt if they were asked to pay for the pollution and societal effects they 


The European Chemicals Agency is alive to the detrimental consequences of PFAS to our health a 
proposed dramatic restrictions on their use by 2026 within the European Union (EU). 


Many organizations, us included and our sister organization, Alliance for National Health-USA, ha 
international efforts to ban PFAS chemicals. 


A non-profit representing the interests of the chemical industry, the International Chemical Secre 
ChemSec for short — is pushing the industry to substitute safer chemicals for hazardous ones giv 
concerns over chemical pollution that threatens both human health and ecosystems. 


Among its current priorities is its No to PFAS campaign. As you might expect, this is no pushover; 
of pressure (and a lot of money) coming from the chemical industry that is making it difficult for t 
introduce a complete ban on these chemicals. 
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